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opening stage of his work, and in the hope of defeating
the movement, I wrote letters to men of influence in the
Republican party at Washington and elsewhere entreating
them to oppose it. Among others I wrote to my long-time
friend John Hay, then Secretary of State. He was a close
friend and admirer of Senator Hanna, and his reply, which
undoubtedly reflected the views of the Senator, is of inter-
est as demonstrating the risk involved in political prophecy.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WASHINGTON, April 14, 1900.
My dear Bishop:

I have your letter of the 10th of April, and I think you
are unduly alarmed.

There is no instance on record of an election of a Vice-
President by violence, and I think people here are looking
in quite another direction.

Yours sincerely,

HAY.

If there was at that time no record of an election of a
Vice-President by violence, a record was soon to be made
of the nomination of a candidate for that office by precisely
that method.

Only a few days earlier, April 11, 1900, Eoosevelt, who
cordially approved my efforts to secure opposition to the
Vice-President movement, wrote to me :

"The dangerous element, as far as I am concerned, comes
from the corporations. The (naming certain men) crowd
and those like them have been greatly exasperated by the
franchise tax. They would like to get me out of politics
for good, but at the moment they think the best thing to
do is to put me into the Vice-Presidency. Naturally I will
not be opposed openly on the ground of the corporations'
grievance ; but every kind of false statement will continual-
ly be made, and men like (naming the editors of certain
newspapers) will attack me, not as the enemy of corpora-
tions, but as their tool! There is no question whatever
that if the leaders can they will upset me.'7